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How many adjacent characters can you 

connect to form ‘words’ or phrases?



王

工

口

生
目

手

羊

日

天

水

人

木 牛
大

见

月

小

下

本

土

Can you remember the ‘root’ meaning 

of these common radicals?  The most

important thing is you know what this 

meaning is – it may or may not be 

helpful to know how to pronounce 

them.



Reading practice

Remember:

姓 – to be surnamed

李 – plum (common 

surname)



The super-

useful 

character zai4

Best translated 

as ‘to be 

located’ but 

can often be 

more naturally 

translated as 

‘at’ or ‘in’.

It can act as a 

verb though, 

as in the 

sentence:

他们不在家。 他们在中国.  They aren’t at home.  They’re in China.

Note the 

‘earth 

radical’

土



The ‘person’ radical

王 = king

主 = master

住 = where a person is 

master = to live









作业 (Homework)

• As ever, review the notes and vocab of the lesson, 

particularly the vocab list on page 8 above.

• Complete the task handed out in class. If you weren’t in

the lesson, you’ll find this on page 26 (ex 12) of the 

workbook.  If you don’t have the workbook, now is the 

time to buy one.  The details are on the next page. Just 

make sure you get the 2nd edition, that it’s the workbook 

and that it’s the ‘simplified characters’ edition.




