Can you

* Are you Chinese?

* I’'m not British

* | can speak a little Chinese

* | wouldn’t like to drink British tea

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCFRo
ILS1jY



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCFRoILS1jY

Can you order the following characters to make
sentences?
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« 2822 = xjang yao = would like

« — o =vyidian = a little

<>=hui = can
5= hé =drink

1i= shuod = speak



How to remember tones?

* A good trick is to associate a colour with each tone. I'd suggest:

2 (rising tone) = blue
3 (fall rise) = red
* 4 (falling) = black

* Then associate the colour with the meaning to fix it in your brain —
the more ridiculous the better. Eg cha = tea. A second tone. Imagine
the waiter bringing you some tea and you’re shocked to see that it’s a
strange blue colour (etc)



The verb ‘to have’ =F ydu

This is the only verb in Chinese that is negated with the verb ‘méi’ ;% instead of ‘bu’ A~
| have = {5 wo ydu

| don’t have = 3% H wd méi you

| don’t have a problem/question
FoEH — O wd méi you yi gé wenti

No problem! & [o) &l
(Here the word ‘have’ is understood so it’s dropped)



Measure words

Every noun in Chinese has its own measure word. You could translate this as ‘a unit’” of whatever then noun is.
| can’t literally say “I have three older brothers” in Chinese. | have to say:
“I have 3 units of brother”

BB =85 w0 ydu san gé gégé
The most used measure word (and the one to use if in doubt) is > gé
The number 2

If you are using ‘2’ as a mathematical number then —_ ér is the correct character.
If you mean ‘2 of something’ or ‘a couple’ then the correct character is: # liang

| have 2 younger sisters:

KEMPDEEIR wo you lidng gé meéimei

Homework fEV zuo yé:
Email me your ultra-simple description of your family



Can you recall
what these
characters
mean? (all to
do with time)
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