Lesson 3

For homework: Read through all the notes, practise writing
number characters and, if you have time, try the Quizlet set.

In today’s lesson we looked again at the character: 3 Which
means: ‘Also ,too’ (The ‘e’in pinyin sounds like ‘er’in the word
her’)

In the dialogue FHRIF wd y& hén hdo ‘I'm fine too’ [| also very
good]

Remember the character: Wg You can ‘bounce a question back
simply using the particle ‘ne’lfe

“REE? " And you? [Same question to you]

We also learnt to recognise the character that means ‘work’ I
(gongl) and one which means ‘king’: £ Wang (one of the most
common surnames in China).Giving ‘King’ his precious stone
makes the character for Jade: & yu

Put the imperial jade in the centre of four borders and you have
the character for country: & gud

The Chinese represent the word ‘middle’ with this character:
1 zhong

The Chinese call their country: ‘middle country’ or: FE Zhong
gud



Z[E = England (in China, generally used to mean ‘Britain’)

Add A rén to the name of the country and you get the
nationality:

ying gud rén FE A = British

A( bu) before the verb makes a negative. Eg: AZRHEA. K
EREAN. fRIE?

W& bu shi zhong gud rén. WO shi ying gud rén. Ni ne? I'm not
Chinese. I'm British. How about you?

Many countries end with the character & (which is like the name
of a country ending with ‘-land’ in English.

This is true, for example of, f£E Dégud Germany

But some countries are formed by finding characters to copy
their sound. For example EAF| Yidal which means ‘Italy’.

FHEFEA WS shi zhong gud rén
BEZEEAN WO shiying gud rén

A bu put before any verb (except one — the verb ‘to have’)
makes it negative. Like ‘not’

W bu shi zhonggud rén FxAZF E A

Two new rules:



1) When bu (the character which means ‘not’) comes next to
another falling tone, it adopts a rising tone. So we say bu shi
rather than bu shi

2) When a third tone comes next to another third tone, the first
of the two adopts a second tone. So we say ni hao rather than ni
hao (I know all this sounds a bit fiddly,but that’s pretty well an
end to the ‘extra’ rules about tones. After that it's all pretty
simple).

Personal pronouns (both subject and object)

(There's also an ‘it’ — but we'll look at it another time).
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