


2. Verbal Phrases and Subject-Predicate Phrases Used as
Attributives

In Chinese, attributives, often followed by the particle b9 (de), always appear
before the elements that they modify. Verbs, verbal phrases, and subject-object

phrases can all serve as attributives.

@ AR

cht de dongxi
(things to eat)

® FHLKR
chuan de yifu

(clothes to wear, or clothes being worn)

® HEHKRTF

xin mdi de fankad

(newly-bought meal cards)

0 HXAWRAZF

zudtian lai de téngxué

(the classmate(s} who came yesterday)

@ AAARMIAA
yigian rénshi de péngyou

(the friend{s} one got acquainted with in the past)

®@ RBBHKH IR

wd mama zuo de doufu

(the tofu dish that my mother makes/made)
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ldoshT géi women de gdngke

(the homework the teacher assigned us)

PR 8 R

péngyou song de pinggud
(the apples given by a friend)

IR PR A ARANA
ging ni tiao wii de na gé rén

(that person who asked you to dance)

IRk K B ARAR I 89 F A

w0 meimei ai de na ge hén shuai de nanren

(that very handsome man that my sister loves)



B. Read the following passage and answer the questions.

RENFE=F AR B ERMNERNTE S S
AR o NEHIMARTARE M TARSF LY A
B o RR—FeAH s WXL —LHR BET= &
FTER - BARGE LG R LS » FTIAAS KRG FZRXFE G4
BT o

Questions (True/False)

) 1. Little Chang celebrated his nineteenth birthday last year.
) 2. Little Chang’s girlfriend prepared snacks, fruit, and drinks for the party.

(

(

( ) 3. Everyone danced and had a great time last night.
( ) 4. The narrator didn’t go to bed until after midnight.
(

) 5. The narrator did well on today's test.



!

* Read carefully through the example sentences — where ‘de’ has the
effect of turning a verb into a noun-phrase (an activity into a ‘thing’)

e Re-read the text on page 4 below and answer the questions. But
remember it’s not enough to just find the answers — you need to feel
happy reading the text out loud with good pronunciation.

* Take one tone (a first tone or a third tone are the best to choose) and
read the text out loud, focusing hard on exaggeratedly but correctly
saying every syllable with the that tone. So if you choose 15t tone —
really ‘sing’ every character with that tone. If you choose 3 tone,
make sure you voice is low to the point of cracking each time you say
one.
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